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Dear Friends: 

 This is my first letter to you as your new president.  I am honored to have been 

asked by the Nominating Committee to take on this responsibility.  I consider it a privilege 

to serve the congregation in this capacity.   

 I accepted the nomination because Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth has been such an 

important and integral part of my familyôs life since we became members in 1982.  I said 

yes because of my commitment to see that this synagogue is here and available for all 

who need and desire a traditional congregation. I said yes, in part, because I am 

optimistic that we can overcome the unprecedented challenges we are facing.   

  I need your help!  I am grateful for the support and commitment of the many 

volunteers who contribute countless hours in various capacities to support Adas Kodesch 

Shel Emeth. There is a core group of individuals who can be counted upon to do 

whatever is needed, whenever it is needed, time and time again.  But this is not enough.  

We must expand this support network if we are going to overcome our present 

challenges.  I believe there is a large number of ñuntapped resourcesò in the 

Congregation.  Members who have either not stepped forward, or who have not been 

asked to contribute their time and energy.  If this is you, please get in touch with me at 

prez@akse.org.or call me at 302-494-5978. 

Ron Makar 

     In this, my first official letter to Congregation, I feel a responsibility to convey to you those issues, beliefs and concerns most 

important to me.          

Financial Viability: 

As you learned at the Congregational Meeting on June 9, we are dealing with significant financial challenges.  Our budget for fiscal year 

2010 ï 2011 was submitted with a $34,000 deficit.  We have had to borrow against the building equity line of credit and against 

restricted funds to meet day-to-day operating costs.  The Financial Options Task Force reported that if this practice continues, the 

annual deficit will grow to $140,000 in five years.  I cannot let this happen!  The Financial Options Task Force and the Membership 

Engagement and Growth Task Force have provided several recommendations that the new administration will review this summer.  I 

have an obligation see to it that the Executive Committee and the Board of Governors seriously considers these recommendations.  We 

will prioritize, select, resource and implement those that will work in the best interest of the Congregation.  Maintaining financial viability 

is the key to ensuring that Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth Congregation, Inc. will be here for years to come.   

We Must Act  Now: 

The synagogue leadership must be clear and decisive on what it wants to achieve and then plan and resource accordingly.  We must 

set realistic and reasonable goals, objectives and timelines so that results are realized sooner rather than later.   

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Seeking names of AKSE Multi-generational  

Families and Siblings 

Plans are underway to publish a commemorative book in honor 

of AKSE¨s upcoming 125
th

 anniversary.  In recognition of this 

significant event, we intend to honor all AKSE members of multi -

generational families (as defined by either living grandparents, 

parents, and minor children or parents and their adult children 

who are members of AKSE) and also adult siblings who are AKSE 

members.  

We would most appreciate your notifying us if you qualify for 

either category by calling the office (762 -2705) or by emailing 

VivianRHG@aol.com.  Please submit the names of all eligible 

members.  A prompt response will be greatly appreciated.  

Thank you very much for your assistance with this exciting 

project!  

 

Vivian Goldberg and Harriet Ainbinder 
Co-editors of 125

th
 anniversary commemorative book  
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ATTENTION ALL FAMILIES WITH  

COLLEGE STUDENTS 
 

 AKSEôs Young Adult Committee sends holiday packages to 

undergraduate college students, whose parents are members of our 

congregation, periodically throughout the school year. If you would like 

your student included in our mailings, please e-mail your studentôs  

Name,  College name and address, email, and expected year of 

graduation to: srwag8@comcast.net.  
 

Even if we already have your student on our list, please make sure 

to update their information for the upcoming school year. The deadline is 

October 15, 2010. Please write ñcollege student addressò in the subject 

line. THANK YOU! We wish all of our students a great school year!! 
 

Sylvia Wagman,  

AKSE Young Adult Committee 

Communication: 

We will communicate our progress versus 

our goals with you throughout the year.  

Our Board of Governors (BOG) meetings 

have always been and will continue to be 

open to the membership.  You will find a 

schedule of BOG meetings elsewhere in 

this edition of the Shofar.  Feel free to 

attend and be actively involved in your 

synagogue. 

Tolerance and Respect: 

Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth is a warm and 

welcoming congregation where people 

come together for spiritual growth, social 

interaction, and sense of community.  

Each of us views our relationship with 

Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth in our own 

personal way.  We are not always going to 

agree with one another when it comes to 

our personal interests, but we must listen 

to each other, respect each otherôs ideas 

and opinions and work within the 

framework of our By-Laws for the good of 

the congregation.    

Traditional Judaism: 

Traditional Judaism is an essential part of 

the character of our Congregation. I am 

committed to maintaining our 

Congregation as a strong center for 

Traditional Judaism.  

Personal Commitment: 

Now is the time to re-evaluate your 

commitment to Adas Kodesch Shel Emeth.  

There are several ways in which you can 

provide your energy, experience and 

talent.  As stated elsewhere, we must rely 

on everyoneôs efforts to move Adas 

Kodesch Shel Emeth toward a self-

sustaining position. 

Thank you for ñlisteningò.  Iôm looking 

forward to working with all of you to 

stabilize and grow our synagogue.   As I 

stated at the beginning of this letter, I am 

optimistic that we can overcome our 

challenges and be successful. 

BôShalom, 

Ron Makar 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
(Continued from page 1) 

 In February, Rabbi Saks and Mark Wagman were privileged to 
take part in the historic hanging of a mezuzah at the Governor's 
Mansion.  On June 18, they presented a gift on behalf of the 
congregation to Governor Jack Markell, from the first synagogue to 
the first Jewish governor of the First State.  The gift is a "Blessing 
for the Home", a work of art hand-painted by Israeli artist, Dvora 
Black, and including real dried flowers from Jerusalem.  The 
Governor expressed his appreciation to the entire congregation. 

AKSE IN THE LIMELIGHT  

Pictured from left to right: Mark Wagman, Governor Markell, Rabbi Steven Saks. 
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